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State Health Department Discusses North Dakota’s Public Health Preparedness Score  
 

BISMARCK, N.D. – North Dakota’s public health system is better prepared than the Trust for 
America’s Health Ready or Not report reflects, according to Tim Wiedrich, director of the 
Emergency Preparedness and Response Section of the North Dakota Department of Health. 
 
Trust for America’s Health (TFAH) today released its annual report on the nation’s public health 
preparedness, which scored each state’s efforts. In the report, North Dakota received a score of 7 
out of 10; however, TFAH has indicated that North Dakota’s score will be changed to 8 in the 
final version of the report.  
 
“This report is a snapshot in time,” Wiedrich said. “Much of the scoring depends upon when the 
information was reviewed and TFAH’s interpretation of that information. When the report was 
compiled, North Dakota’s plan for dispensing medical supplies from the Strategic National 
Stockpile had not yet been reviewed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, so we 
did not receive any credit for our plan. Now that CDC’s review is complete, TFAH’s final 
version of the report will give the state credit for its plan.”  
 
According to Wiedrich, interpretation by the report’s compilers resulted in two other items for 
which North Dakota did not receive points: purchasing antiviral medications and ensuring 
liability protection for health and medical volunteers. In fact, these two areas have been 
addressed by the state:  

1) The 2007 North Dakota Legislative Assembly appropriated funds for the purchase of 
antivirals. The Department of Health has plans to purchase the medication but is waiting 
to finalize the purchase until questions about doses of antivirals for children are 
answered.  
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2) The department’s review of current state law indicates that it provides adequate liability 
protection for volunteers. However, North Dakota didn’t get credit for this indicator 
because the law is different from the model legislation advocated by TFAH.  

 
The TFAH report gives North Dakota credit for achieving the following indicators: 

• Has sufficient laboratory capabilities to test for biological threats. 
• Can provide 24/7 laboratory coverage. 
• Has a disease detection system compatible with the CDC system. 
• Held emergency preparedness exercises with the National Guard. 
• Has at least 14 Medical Reserve Corps volunteers per 100,000 citizens. 
• Increased or maintained seasonal flu vaccination rate for adults 65 and older. 
• Increased or maintained funding for public health services. 

 
“Public health preparedness and emergency response are an ongoing priority of the North Dakota 
Department of Health and its partners,” Wiedrich said. “As the TFAH report acknowledges, 
North Dakota has indeed strengthened its ability to respond to a biological or chemical 
attack. We are committed to continuing to improve our plans to respond to any emergency in the 
state.” 

For more information, contact Loreeta Canton or Stacy Eberl, Office of Public Information, at 
701.328.2372. 
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Please note: To access archived news releases and other information, visit the North Dakota 
Department of Health Press Room at www.nddohpressroom.gov. 
 


